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.artificial Fuel for Burning Bricks.* 
Mr. C. D. Gardissal, of Bedford Street, Strand, has patented a new 

combustible compound, composed of clay, coal-dust, and a nitrate, or 
nitric acid. The essential base is clay or marl, and a mixture of both; 
this base is worked up with a solution of alum, a certain quantity of 
nitrate of soda, or potash, and charcoal, or other coal-dust; the largest 
particles should not exceed the size of small peas. All the materials 
foreign to the clay combine with, and are diffused throughout the whole 
mass, in the proportion of about 17 per cent. These combustible bricks 
not only bake the others in the kiln, but bake themselves, and are re- 
moved from the kiln perfectly porous bricks, which may be used for the 
same purpose as ordinary ones. 

~loulds of Sgearic ./ldd and Shell.lac for Gah'anoplastic Copies. 
By M. PIIL.~ 

The best material for moulds is prepared from equal parts of stearic 
acid and she]l-lac. The stearic acid is melted first, and the shell-lac is 
then added in small fragments; the mass is heated until it may be ignited. 
It is allowed to burn until the shell-lac which has been separated from 
the steadc acid by the great heat, may be again combined with it. It 
is burnt until a drop let fall upon a cold metal plate receives the black 
lead readily after its solidification. The mass is poured into a paper 
box, and its surface rubbed with black lead.~Polyt..N'otizblall, No. 
13, p. 193. 

The Telescopic Slereoscope.~ 
To the :Editors of the Philosophical Magazine and Journal. 

GENTLEMEN :--Since sending you the account of the stereoscopes pro- 
posed by myself and Mr. Waterston for uniting large binocular pictures, 
my attention has been called to a description, contained in Sir David 
Brewster's Treatise on tile Stereoscope, of an instrument so nearly re- 
sembling what I have called the telescopic stereoscope, that, had it not 
entirely escaped my recollection, I would ttever have spoken of mine as 
new. The only difference, beyond unimportant details, is that the in- 
strument described by Sir David Brewster appears to have been intended 
only for small pictures near at band, while mine was designed to unite 
large pictures viewed at a distance. The latter object alone being that 
which I had in view, and recollecting no description of any instrument 

for that purpose in Sir David's work, it did not occur to me tosearch the 
volume agai,1 before sending you my account, although I endeavored in 
every other way to ascertaitl if such a form of the stereoscope had ever 
made its appearance. [ now, however, take the very earliest opportunity 
of making the acknowledgment, and hope you will be able to give it a 
place in your forthcoming lqumber. 

Edinburgh, Feb. 10, 1857: JAMES ELLIOt. 
~From the Lond. Mining Journal, No. 1129. 
"~From the Loud. Chem. Gaz. No. 351. 
:~ From the Lond., Edin., and Dub. Philos. Mag., March, 1857. 


